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Raising Spirits of the Dead : Buddhist Path
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Abstract

Raising spirits of the dead has been brought in and became a part of Buddhist belief despite it
actually goes against the real objective of Buddhism that emphasizes on the path of wisdom. Although
Buddhism doesn’t refuse the existence of gods or magical power, it points out that gods also fall under the
law of nature. Therefore, pleading with or depending on gods is nonsense, living in negligence. The issues
about raising spirits of the dead in Buddhist aspects can be concluded as follows. Raising spirits of arahant
is impossible because arahant go into nirvana, free from the circle of life forever. Raising spirits by a monk
directly violates the Buddhist disciplines because the Buddha doesn’t support magical power. So, if a monk
shows any kinds of magical power, he violates the disciplines. Raising spirits of gods isn’t a noble path
according to the Buddhism principles because pleading with gods for helps can’t resist or obstruct humans’
attempts. And raising spirits of general spirits, for example the spirit of King Rama V, is improper. His

Majesty should be an excellent example of living, making benefits for other people.
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